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NOTES AND COMMENT
After the failure of DeLuna’s ambitious but shortlived attempt at a settlement on the shores of the present Pensacola Bay, the history of Florida for nearly
a century and a half lies mainly in that of St. Augustine. The details and some salient facts of that history have remained obscure or unknown-buried for
the most part in Spanish archives, especially in Archivo General de Indias at Seville. As the knowledge
of these has come to light historians have weighed
them, studied their relations to each other, and piecing them together are telling us the deeply interesting
story of the varied fortunes of our country’s first permanent settlement. Foremost among those studying
this period of Florida history is Mrs. Washington E.
Connor. The publication last year of her translation
with notes of the Memorial of Pedro Menendez by Solis
de Meras, preceded by her comprehensive sketch of the
great adelantado is the first fruit of her ardent interest
and studious research. Mrs. Connor’s scholarly work is
continued in The Nine Old Wooden Forts of St. Augustine, Part I, the leading paper in this issue. The
remaining portion of the article, bringing to light
many other facts and telling of the beginnings of that
surviving monument to the Spaniards in Florida, the
historic castle of San Marcos, will appear in the next
-and we trust that other of her research work may
be read in future numbers of the QUARTERLY.
The archives mentioned are unbelievably rich in
source materials for the writing of Florida’s history.
Whatever qualities of incompetence or worse were possessed by many of the Spanish colonial governors,
they believed in or were required to make full reports
to the king and his officials. So many of these, with
other documents, are preserved that the history of
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Spanish colonial Florida can in time be written in detail.
To the interest, the unceasing efforts, and the
generosity of Mr. John B. Stetson, Jr., President of
the Board of Trustees of John B. Stetson University
and now United States Minister to Poland, the writer
of that history and its readers will be under extraordinary obligation. Joining his interest with that of
Mrs. Connor, they have undertaken the collection and
publication of the vital documents of those archives.
The first volume is in press and will be issued soon
by the Florida State Historical Society. This society,
however, is a triumvirate, for Dr. James A. Robertson, of Washington, D. C., has joined with them in
that work. The body has no connection with The
Florida Historical Society, though there is full cooperation.
The series mentioned will be of inestimable value
to the historian of Spanish Florida ; in fact, it will be
the source of the written history of that period. Other
works are under way or planned from the pen of or
under the direction of Dr. Robertson ; and still more
are to be published, written by other historians of
authority. Dr. Robertson’s work in the Spanish colonial field is already notable, and he is well known to
Floridians through his editing of Miss Brevard’s History of Florida, a review of which appeared in a recent number of our journal. No one could better accomplish the difficult and varied task he has undertaken, for by talent, bent, and long training he is especially fitted for that work. First to appear, late
this year, will be his bibliography of Florida before
1821. In comprehensiveness, in painstaking accuracy,
and in evidence of the discernment and judgment of
the scholar and historian this volume will not be excelled by any similar work relating to other states or
periods in American history. Like the series before
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mentioned, this bibliography will be necessary to the
historian or to any investigator of the history of colonial Florida.
We Floridians are deeply grateful to Mr. Stetson,
Mrs. Connor, and Dr. Robertson for their interest,
for what they have accomplished, and for what they
plan to do. Their work should be an incentive as it is
an example to the Historical Society and to those of
our members who are directing its efforts. Through
the continuous cooperation with them that is assured,
the knowledge of and the writing of Florida’s history,
which has been so limited in the past, must make
steady and rapid progress.
These have become members of the Society since
the last issue of the journal, their interest is helpful
and is highly valued:
Williams, Kate
Richmond, Mrs. Henry L.
Flagler Memorial Library
Long, Elizabeth V.
Hamel, Claude C.
Sale, Joseph C.
Napier, George M.
Stockton, Telfair
Malone, J. W.
DeLand Public Library
Chamber of Commerce
Burroughs, Rosa T.
Smith, Mrs. D. P.
Brown, Hunter
Mizell, Frank
Gifford, John C.
Ross, Mary
Adams, John R.
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Fernandina
Jacksonville
Miami
Jacksonville
Miami
Bronson
Atlanta, Georgia
Jacksonville,
Pensacola
DeLand
Fernandina
Rochester, New York
New Smyrna
Pensacola
Tampa
Coconut Grove
Berkeley, California
Jacksonville
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General Extension Division
University of Florida
Gainesville
The Library of Princeton
Princeton, N. J.
University
We feel keen satisfaction and pride in the publication of A History of Jacksonville, Florida, by T. Frederick Davis, the first volume issued by the Historical
Society. This work, announced and described in the
last number, is ready for delivery and may be purchased from any bookseller or the Secretary ; the
price is five dollars. Through the generosity of Mr.
Davis any returns above the actual cost of publication will remain in the Society’s treasury.
Since the October number appeared the Society
has received the following donations :Panorama of St. John’s Bluff showing site of Fort
Caroline and route of Menendez. Presented by T.
Frederick Davis. Photograph by Brown.
Supplementary chapters to History of United States
Marine Corps. Presented by the author, Major Edwin
N. McClellen.
Annual reports -of American Historical Association, 1920, 1921, 1922. Writings on American History, 1921, 1922. From Smithsonian Institute.
Copy of map of Florida. Lea and Carey, 1823. Presented by A. H. Phinney.
New Smyrna, Florida ; its History and Antiquities.
Presented by the author, Zenia Wilson Swett.
Apache Prisoners in Fort Marion. By Herbert
Welsh. Presented by C. Seton Fleming.
The Oldest House in the United States. By Charles
B. Reynolds.
Portrait in oil of General Kirby-Smith. By J. P.
Walker. Presented by Dr. J. Lee Kirby-Smith.
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The Society gratefully acknowledges the gift of a
life-size portrait of General Kirby-Smith from his
son, Dr. J. Lee Kirby-Smith, of Jacksonville. It is
the work of Mr. J. P. Walker of Richmond, Virginia,
whose portraits of General Kirby-Smith and other
generals adorn Confederate Battle Abbey in Richmond.
General Edmund Kirby-Smith was born in St.
Augustine, Florida, May 16th, 1824. He was graduated at West Point in 1845 and soon afterwards
won three brevets for gallantry in the Mexican War.
He was commissioned colonel of cavalry in the Con- federate service, March 16, 1861, and brigadier-general June 17, 1861, when he was assigned to the army
of the Shenandoah under General Joseph E. Johnson. He commanded a brigade at the first battle of
Manassas which broke the Federal lines and insured
a Confederate victory. Appointed major-general October 11, 1861, he was promoted lieutenant-general
October 11, 1862, and appointed general, Provisional
Army, February 19, 1864. At Richmond, Kentucky,
he won one of the most decisive victories of the war.
In February, 1863, he was placed in command of the
trans-Mississippi department where he defeated the
expeditions of Banks and Steele. He held civil and
military control over Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and
Indian Territory, shipping cotton to Europe and importing machinery, as well as developing mining and
manufacture.
In 1913 the State of Florida placed General KirbySmith’s statue in National Statuary Hall in the Capitol at Washington.
Miss Williams, the assistant editor, is at this writing in Washington in the interest of the QUARTERLY,
where for some weeks she will be at work in the Li-
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brary of Congress, the great store-house of American
historical material. While the especial object of her
research is the early history of Fernandina and that
part of the State, she will study also certain other questions and events. The results of her labors will be
awaited ‘with interest by the readers of the journal.
On the invitation of The St. Petersburg Historical
Society extended and accepted at Tallahassee last
year, the annual meeting of The Florida Historical
Society will be held in the rooms of that body at the
foot of Second Avenue, St. Petersburg, on Wednesday,
February 17, at half past eleven o’clock. Can you not
come? If so, write to Dr. A. H. Phinney, 3225 Pinellas
Drive, that you will be there.
St. Petersburg is a charming city, and is most attractive at this season. The growth of the West-coast
has been marvellous ; come and see.
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